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Surveying the Situation - Soll

~ by Suzy Wert, Indianapolis, IN

The USDA has been surveying the soil in this country for over 100 years, and now it G all

online and ready for usto  use in away it & never been before.

Here are the directions on how to use their website for your private property. What you

find will amaze and delight you € .assuming you are a soil geek like me .

The simple yet powerful way
to access and use soil data.
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Be sure you are on a laptop or desktop. You can only go so far on an iPad or Phone.
On the left side, look for Quick  Navigation


http://www.indianadaffodilsociety.org/KKOnions.pdf
http://www.indianadaffodilsociety.org/index.html
http://www.indianadaffodilsociety.org/articles.htm
http://www.indianadaffodilsociety.org/timetoplant.pdf
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

Quick Navigation A Address
Click the arrow (circled above) and a box will open up. Type your address in the block, all

on one line, and press view.
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If there is any confusion on the address, it will give you some choices as above. Choose one
and then click 2view?®, as circled above.
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A map will come up, and it should be recognizable to you as it is your neighborhood, but it
will probabl y be a lot larger than you need  or want. Use your mouse to get a rectangle of a
more concise area, but one which will include your entire property.



The following photo shows my house and also the house behind me. | will use the polygon
AOl tool , circled below, to choose my Area of Interest because my lot is not rectangular. If

your lot is rectangular, use the  rectangle AOI tool on the left.
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Above: As soon as you have your property outlined, go back up to the ta bs, circled, and

click on your Soil M ap.



Each of the areas bordered in orange has a map symbol designation which is keyed on the
left. There are plenty of tabs to play with, but a plain old Google search was more
educational for me. | had never heard of Brookston  silty clay loam, Miami silt loam, or
Crosby silt loam and so reading about all of these was sort of fun. | will say that the
Brookston area of my property has some of my best daffodils growing in it. Maybe as a
result of the more fertile clay there?

| have tried this with a lot of members Oaddresses and it works, although the screen shots
for the more rural properties are way different from the cities, and the different counties

may be organized a little differently. Below is Sue Luken Gs rural property in Scott County.
The whole map will make perfect sense to her, and she should be able to locate all her

daffodil beds just from this map, though narrowing it in to her immediate area will be

more beneficial.



